5.   INTERVIEW TO THE PRESS

LONDON,
September 12, 1931

Mr   Gandhi in an mteiview at Kmgslcy Hall1 today said.

I arn willing and anxious to go to Lancashire. I want to
visit the North, and most decidedly I want to go to Manchester.
I have received letters and cables advising me to go there, and
saying that it would be worth while coming to England for that,
even if I did not go to the Round Table Conference, It all
depends upon the people. If they want me, they simply have to
say 'Come'.

I can see there is so much misunderstanding about what wo
have done with foreign cloth. If I went up there and talked with
them I should be cross-examined, and would speak to them with-
out reserve.

Mr. Gandhi said he did not know to what extent the ptopuganda that
had been carried on had found lodgment in the minds of the people of Lanca-
shire, but he would hope to remove any rmsundeistanding and would leave
no stone unturned to do it If he went, he would be largely guided by Mr,
G F Andrews, who knows so many woikmg men and women of Lancashire
and has been in touch with many mill-owners

When he was asked foi a message for the people of India, he teplied;

Tell them they will best help me by observing complete non-
violence m thought, word and deed and by following out com-
pletely the constructive programme of the Congress.

He spoke tolerantly of the English climate which has been behaving badly
today, said that he knew it well in previous years and added that he did not
know how it would affect him this time, when his life had to be diflVmitly
arranged. As compensation for the weather, he had the wannth of his friends
here.

Someone asked him if he would go on Monday* his day of silence, to the
meeting of the Federal Structure Committee He said*

I shall place myself in the hands of the Prime Minister and
of the Secretary of State for India and will do whatever they say.

*An establishment devoted to social service, founded by Muriel Lester
in the East End of London and named m memory of her brother, Gandhiji
stayed there while in London.
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